GOP Senators Call GAO Inefficient 
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By Stephen Barr saying that the GAO saves the taxpayers bil- 

Washington Post Staff Writer lions of dollars by curbing waste and misman- 

— — _ _ , . . , agement. Sen. John Glenn (D-Ohio) said the 

Sen. William V. Roth Jr. (R-Del.) tned to agency had saved the government $225 billion 

put the congressional watchdog m the dog- over the last 15 years. For every dollar appro- 
house yesterday, portraying the General Ac- priated last year, taxpayers got a return worth 

counting Office as top-heavy with executives $45, Glenn said 

and tardy in producing its “blue book” audits Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa), picking 
andanatyhcal reports. up 0 n this bone of contention, commended the 

rhe GAO has one semor executive for ev- GAO for its work but said the agency “must be 
ery 32 employees, produces 29 percent of its like Caesar’s wife— above reproach." 
reports six months late and spends 30 percent Roth’s hearing comes at a crucial time for 
of its budget on overhead and administration, the GAO. Senate Republicans are considering 
said Roth, the chairman of the Senate Govern- cutting the agency’s budget by at least 25 per- 
mental Affairs Committee. cent this year as part of their agenda to shrink 

GAO should be asking the same questions the size of the national government. Some of 
of itself that it poses to others, he said at yes- the Republicans have complained that the 
terday’s hearing. “How can GAO be more effi- GAO has slanted its work for Democrats who 
aentf How can they emulate the private sec- controlled the House for 40 years until the 
tor to do more with less?” November midterm election. 

Democrats offered a different perspective. Near the end of yesterday’s heari ng, Gras- 


and Top-Heavy; Democrats Defend Watchdog 


sley showed why Congress hates to kick its 
watchdog. Grassley engaged Comptroller 
General Charles A. Bowsher in a discussion on 
how they could team up to force the Defense 
Department to improve its financial controls 
so they are less vulnerable to fraud. 

Grassley concluded the exchange by noting, 
“I don’t want this to detract from [criticisms of 
the GAO] in my opening statement.” 

But Alan K. Campbell, testifying on behalf 
of the National Academy of Public Administra- 
tion, said a recent review by the academy 
“found no evidence of any deliberate partisan 
bias in GAO work.” 

Campbell faulted the GAO for producing 
“ ‘gotcha’ reports — that is, narrow findings 
suitable for headlines that a public agency is 
doing something wrong, or could do some- 
thing better.” Such reports rarely improve 
agency management and often produce hard 
feelings, he said. 


The academy also suggested that the GAO 
avoid taking policy positions on issues caught 
up in political debates. “Should taxes be cut? 
Should taxes be raised? Should government 
grow? Should government shrink? Should the 
federal government’s responsibilities shr ink 
and state and local government grow? These 
are not issues that belong on the agenda of an 
audit agency,” Campbell said. 

Responding to a question, Campbell said the 
GAO had stepped into policy thickets in re- 
ports dealing with farm price supports, the 
savings and loan bailout and fiscal issues. 

Campbell also noted that Congress “has se- 
verely taxed the agency’s resources” because 
the GAO tries to respond every time mem- 
bers seek information. 

Roth, however, said the GAO appears to 
have too many layers of review for reports 
and questioned how much the agency spends 
on reports. He also noted that 28 percent of 


the GAO’s time goes toward training and ad- 
ministrative tasks. 

Bowsher said the GAO is investing in com- 
puters and telecommunications equipment to 
keep up the pace while downsizing. He said 
that 52 percent of GAO reports cost 
$150,000 or less, while 10 percent cost more 
than $500,000. 

He said a one-time budget cut of 25 percent 
would force him to dismiss 1,600 GAO em- 
ployees over nine months, with 400 of them 
laid off in order to pay for severance benefits. 
He urged the committee to allow the GAO to 
continue with its own downsizing, which he 
said would save $130 million a year. 

The GAO has been cutting staff since 1992, 
moving from 5,300 employees to 4,700 now. 
Bowsher said he intends to take the work 
force down to 3,975 employees over the next 
two years. 



